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May 2, 1988

STEARNS NAMED UM V IC E PRESIDENT
MISSOULA —
Sheila Stearns, the University of Montana's acting vice
president for university relations since last June, has been
selected to fill that post permanently.
UM President James Koch selected Stearns from three
finalists in a national search.

Koch said Stearns was also the

strong preference of the search and screening committee, chaired
by Fine Arts Dean Jim Kriley.
"She's really performed superbly as acting vice president,"
Koch said.
Stearns succeeds W. Michael Easton, who left UM last May to
become acting president of Western Montana College.

Stearns

appointment, which must still be approved by the Board of
Regents, becomes effective July 1 and carries a salary of
$55,000.
As vice president for university relations she has broad
responsibilities that include work with the Legislature, public
relations, alumni affairs, public information and fund-raising.
The directors of the UM Alumni Association, the Office of News
and Publications and the UM Office of Development report to her.
Since 1983 Stearns has been director of the UM Alumni
more
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Association.

She expects to begin a search soon for a new alumni

director.
Stearns holds three degrees from UM.

She earned an Ed.D. in

educational administration in 1983, an M.A. in western history
in 1969, and a B .A . in history and English, with honors, in
1968.
She is also a Montana native with strong family ties
throughout the state.

The daughter of Dr. Alexander and Marie

MacDonald, Stearns is a 1964 graduate of Dawson County High
School.

Both her mother and her father-in-law, long-time

newspaper publisher Hal Stearns, served as trustees of the
Montana State Historical Society.
She is married to Sentinel High School teacher Hal Stearns
Jr.

They have two children, Scott, 15, and Malin, 11.
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